The Holy See

ADDRESS OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS
FOR THE PRESENTATION OF CREDENTIAL LETTERS BY THE AMBASSADORS OF
PAKISTAN,
UNITED ARAB EMIRATES, BURUNDI AND QATAR ACCREDITED TO THE HOLY SEE
Clementine Hall
Thursday, 19 May 2022
[Multimedia]

Your Excellencies,
I offer you a warm welcome and I gladly receive the Letters accrediting you as Ambassadors
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of your countries to the Holy See: Pakistan, United Arab
Emirates, Burundi and Qatar. In conveying my greetings to your respective Heads of State, I
kindly ask that you assure them of a remembrance in my prayers as they carry out their important
service.
While no ideal time exists, you are certainly beginning your new mission at a uniquely challenging
moment. When I last gathered with your colleagues in January, the human family was beginning
to breathe a sigh of relief, since we were slowly but surely tearing ourselves free from the grip of
the pandemic. It seemed as if we could finally return to some sense of normality while keeping in
mind the lessons learned over the past two years. Then, the dark cloud of war descended over
Eastern Europe, subsequently enveloping the entire world in direct or indirect ways. After
experiencing the devastating effects of two world wars and nuclear threats during the Cold War,
together with a growing respect for the role of international law and the creation of multi-national
political and economic organizations focused on uniting the global community, most people
believed that war in Europe was a distant memory. We thought that children would one day ask
their mothers: “What is war?” But that is not what happened.
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As we saw during the height of the pandemic, however, even a tragedy of this scale can also bring
out the best of humanity. Perhaps more than ever before, modern forms of communication have
shaken our consciences by presenting in real time vivid and, at times, gruesome images of
suffering and death. These same images have also inspired a sense of solidarity and fraternity
leading many countries and individuals to provide humanitarian assistance. I think in particular of
the many countries that are currently welcoming refuges from the conflict without counting the
cost. We have seen families opening their homes to other family members, friends and even to
those they do not know.
At the same time, it should not be forgotten that there are numerous other conflicts going on in the
world that are receiving little or no attention, especially from the media. We are one human family
and the degree of indignation expressed, humanitarian support offered and sense of fraternity felt
for those who are suffering must not be based on geography or self-interest. For “if every human
being possesses an inalienable dignity, if all people are my brothers and sisters, and if the world
belongs to everyone, then it matters little whether my neighbour was born in my country or
elsewhere” (Fratelli Tutti, 125). This applies not only to situations of war and violent conflict but
also to other situations of injustice plaguing the human family: climate change, poverty, hunger,
lack of clean drinking water and availability of respectable work and proper education, to name a
few.
The Holy See continues to work through numerous channels to bring about peaceful solutions to
situations of conflict and to alleviate the suffering caused by other social problems. It does so with
the conviction that problems affecting the entire human family require a united response from the
international community with each member playing a part. Dear Ambassadors, you have a
privileged role to play in this regard. You know all too well that war is always a defeat for humanity
and runs contrary to the important service that you provide in trying to build a culture of encounter
through dialogue and encouraging mutual understanding among peoples while also upholding the
noble principles of international law. It is by no means an easy service but perhaps the situations
of inequality and injustice that we are witnessing in our world today help us to appreciate your
work all the more. Despite the challenges and setbacks, we must never lose hope in our efforts to
build a world in which a sense of fraternity and mutual understanding prevail and disagreements
are resolved through peaceful means.
Dear Ambassadors, as you now begin your new mission, I offer you my prayerful good wishes and
I assure you that the offices of the Holy See are at your disposal in order to address matters of
common concern. I cordially invoke abundant divine blessings of wisdom and peace upon you,
your families, your diplomatic collaborators and staff. Thank you!
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