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O Lord and God of all, you have willed that all your children, united by the Spirit, should live and
grow together in mutual acceptance, harmony and peace. We grieve in our hearts that our human
selfishness and greed have prevented your plan from being realised in our times.

We recognise that Peace is a gift from you. We also know that our collaboration as your
instruments requires a wise stewardship of the earth’s resources for the true progress of all
peoples. It calls for a deep respect and reverence for life and a keen appreciation of the human
dignity and sacredness of conscience of every person, and a constant struggle against all forms of
discrimination in law or in fact.

We commit ourselves, together with all our brothers and sisters, to cultivating a deeper awareness
of your presence and action in history, to a more effective practice of truthfulness and
responsibility, the ceaseless pursuit of freedom from all oppressive structures, fellowship across all
barriers and justice and fullness of life for all.

Gathered in India’s Capital at this Memorial to the Father of the Nation – an outstanding and
courageous witness to truth, love and non-violence – we invoke your blessings on the leaders of
this country and of all nations, on the followers of all religious traditions and of all people of good
will. Enable us, Lord, to live and grow as active partners with you and with one another in the
common task of building a culture without violence, a world community that places its security not
in the manufacture of ever more deadly weapons but in mutual trust and practical concern for a
better future for all your children within a worldwide civilisation of truth, love and peace.
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