The Holy See

MESSAGE OF PAUL VI
TO THE PRESIDENT OF INDIA
AND TO THE ARCHBISHOP OF BOMBAY
BEFORE HIS DEPARTURE FOR ROME
Saturday, 5 December 1964

His Excellency Doctor Sarpavepalli Radhakrishnan,
President of the Republic of India
New Delhi.
As we leave the territory of India on Our happy return to A Rome, We cannot omit to reiterate to
Your Excellency the profound and sincere gratitude We feel for the honour done to Us by Your
Excellency and by the Government of India, and for the innumerable kindnesses which made Our
visit a spiritual success. We beg Almighty God to reserve for Your Excellency and the beloved
Indian people a rich recompense of favours and graces, particularly of harmonious peace in
justice.
PAULUS PP. VI
***
Having returned safely to Our home after the unforgettable celebration of the Eucharistic Congress
in Bombay, We would ask Your Excellency kindly to accept this further assurance of Our pleasure
and honour in meeting You personally, of Our thankfulness for the many acts of kindness shown
us during Our visit, and for Our prayerful. good wishes for Your Excellency in the fulfilment of Your
high Office, as well as for the Government and people of Our beloved India, invoking upon all the
choicest favours of divine benevolence.
PAULUS PP. VI
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To His Eminence Valerian Cardinal Gracias,
Archbishops House, Bombay
With indelible remembrances of the incredible enthusiasm and touching sincerity of Our welcome
by the Indian People, and from a heart filled with glorious memories of the International Eucharistic
Congress in Bombay, which owes so much to Your indefatigable and generous labours, We send
You, beloved son, the assurance of Our heartfelt and undying gratitude for Your exquisite
hospitality, and for all the kindnesses You have shown Us during Our pilgrimage, asking God to
reward You with his richest graces. We lovingly impart to You, and bestow upon Your great
Archdiocese, and upon the Hierarchy, Clergy, Religious and faithful of beloved India, Our
appreciative and most affectionate Apostolic Blessing.
PAULUS PP. VI
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